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petual happineſs can be the natural object of 
that deſire, or make a man eaſy and happy. 
Now; whether the world affords ſuch an happi- 
neſs as this can be no queſtion, ſince-we haverthe; | 
evidence of puta oor; TE o 
the cor 

. eee eee e dh to place our 
 pineſs in this life, and che things of it, is at beſt 
to place our happineſs where it can never be 
had. We can never poſſibly free ourſelves from 
the natural deſires of life and happineſs. The 
atheiſt, who would ridicule the belief of another 
world, and a durable life after this, can never 
bring himſelf to ſay that it is better to die than 
to live for ever, and for ever happiy: fo thas,. 
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nt for want of ſuitable objects, i % 
have deſires only to make us miſer able. 
If then this world has nothing chat can make: 
us happy, nothing that can anſwer our natural 
defires and appetites, ſurely it · cannot be the. ef-; 
fect of wiſdom or prudence. to confine our en- 
quiries after happineſs. to this world, where it is: 
not to be had: ſo chat the firſt concluſion of reaſon 
from this allowed principle, that the things which; 
are ſeen are temporal, is this, chat the things of: 
world being temporal, and our deſires ad- 
- apted to the fruĩtion of eee this 
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think ſoberly ts Ss reject res 
gion, and diveſt themſelves of all 'the/ hopes 

they have, or can have, of being happy. Who 
| would not be glad to live for ever, and to be for 
ever happy? Is it not chen ver unnatural to ſee 
a man rejoice and triumph in the thoughts chat | 
there is neither a life nor happineſs which is 

eternal? ene becter not to be rr — 
—— filetce and darknief may 
de the refuge of guilty fear, but never ean be 
a natural joy or comfort to the ſoul of man, 
which longs for nothing ſo much as life for 
evermore. The only reaſon any man can poſſibly 
have to wiſh: chat there may be no other world 
is, that he may with the more freedom enjoy 
2 and chis muſt needs appear to be a wiſe 
reaſon, if e conſider che value of this world, 
and the worth of theſe chings, which are no 
| r „ 
this wund co lact for ever, to ſee men of —— ans | 
_ abject-ſpirits ſetting. up their reſt, and giving up 
—— more exalted glory and happineſs; 
but now, that the world muſt laſt but a little 
: time, and we. Wer leſs, to ſee men ſacrifice their 
pe por enjoyments of this world, is fuck an abſur- 
whic-know nothing more of man ha that. ky bs 
a reaſonable creature. It is ſo little men gain by 
. gaining this world, and ſo little they loſe by loſing 
it, that the concerns of this world would weigh. 
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